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Executive Summary

ES-05 Executive Summary - 24 CFR 91.200(c), 91.220(b)

1. Introduction

The City of Opelika is an entitlement community and grantee of the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development’s (HUD) Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program. Funding available
under this program is targeted within the city limits to address community development needs with
regard to affordable housing and supportive services for low to moderate income (LMI) families and
communities.

The Consolidated Plan is a comprehensive document that describes the housing market conditions,
identifies needs for affordable housing and community development and provides strategies to address
the needs over the next five years (October 1, 2020-September 30, 2024). The plan coordinates the
City’s housing and community development efforts with those of other public, private, and nonprofit
housing providers and non-housing service agencies. The resulting plan provides a unified vision for
community development and housing actions with the primary goals of providing affordable housing
and supportive services to LMI families, homeless persons, and populations with special needs (.e.g.,
elderly, disabled, etc.), improving public facilities and/or infrastructure, and eliminating slums and blight.
The Year 1 Action Plan (PY2020) of the five-year planning period is also incorporated within this
document and lays out the proposed use of funds for the first program year (October 1, 2020 —
September 30, 2021).

2. Summary of the objectives and outcomes identified in the Plan Needs Assessment
Overview

The Consolidated Plan will identify projects and activities that will enable the City of achieve its primary
goals. The primary objective of CDBG funding is to increase availability, accessibility, affordability and
sustainability of decent housing, a suitable living environment, and expanding economic opportunities
for primarily low-moderate income persons.

Five goals have been established for the five-year consolidated planning period. They are:

Consolidated Plan OPELIKA
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Goal 1: Provide decent and affordable housing and supportive services for LMI families

Goal 2: Provide decent and affordable housing and supportive services for populations with a
disability and/or elderly

Goal 3:  Provide support for non-profit public services
Goal 4: Improve public facilities and/or infrastructure

Goal 5:  Eliminate slums and blight

3. Evaluation of past performance

The City’s annual performance under the CDBG program is documented in its Consolidated Annual
Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER), which is filed within 90 days of the end of each program
year. Over the last 5-Year Consolidated Plan, the City of Opelika has successfully provided housing rehab
to homeowner occupied properties that otherwise would have not been possible on a limited income.
The Emergency Home Repair Program provided suitable living environment and sustainability while also
eliminating slum and blight. Assistance was provided to first-time home buyers so that achieving
homeownership was affordable and within reach. The Homeownership Loan Program provides decent
and affordable housing. Facade grants were awarded to small businesses in our historic downtown as a
means of historic preservation, creating economic opportunity, and provide jobs. Lastly, public service
funding allowed support to the food bank to assistance to LMI individuals with food insecurities

and utility payment assistance.

Performance outcomes for the most recently completed program year (2018) are summarized below:

Funds Expended

CDBG Funds Spent - $267,208.06

15% of CDBG funds were expended for public services

73% of CDBG funds benefitted very low to moderate income persons
Units Assisted

CDBG Owner Occupied Rehab — 12 Units

Consolidated Plan OPELIKA
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CDBG Facade Rehab — 5 Units

Total Units - 17 units

Persons Assisted

Public Service Agencies (4) 3,034

Housing Rehab 12

Facade Rehab 5

Home Ownership 4

Total Persons 3,055

4, Summary of citizen participation process and consultation process

As the grantee for CDBG, the City conducted a consolidated citizen participation process, which

combined public hearings with Opelika Housing Authority, city departments, and agency consultation

meetings. All required citizen participation activities were carried out in compliance with its approved

Citizen Participation (CP) Plan, and all activities were conducted in compliance with timeframes set

under federal program regulations.

The Citizen Participation Plan (CPP) was amended and approved by City Council on April 21, 2020 to
meet required public notice and 5-day comment period due to CARES Act/COVID-19.

5. Summary of public comments

Three public hearings (April 6th, April 8th and July 6th) were convened during the development of the

Five-Year Consolidated Plan to solicit public input and feedback from residents of the communities

covered under CDBG. Also, an online and paper Community Survey was available. Agency consultations

were conducted via phone and email to obtain input from housing-related and non-housing-related

service providers operating within the covered jurisdictions to meet the needs of residents. In summary,

the following comments were offered by the public with regard to community needs:

Consolidated Plan OPELIKA
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e Removal of slum/blighted properties

e Home repairs for LMI families

e First time home buyer assistance form LMI families
e Education and training for jobs

e Street improvements

6. Summary of comments or views not accepted and the reasons for not accepting them

All comments received were given appropriate consideration and were weighed in conjunction with
housing and community data, needs assessment data, input and feedback from service providers, and
specific funding requests. No comments were rejected.

7. Summary

The City of Opelika will take all comments received to develop and implement the next 5-year
Consolidated Plan to meet all of its objectives for affordable housing, economic opportunities, decent
living environments, and support to social services to meet the needs of its most vulnerable in the
community.

Consolidated Plan OPELIKA
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The Process

PR-05 Lead & Responsible Agencies 24 CFR 91.200(b)

1. Describe agency/entity responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and those
responsible for administration of each grant program and funding source

The following are the agencies/entities responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and
those responsible for administration of each grant program and funding source.

Agency Role Name Department/Agency
Lead Agency OPELIKA
CDBG Administrator OPELIKA Community Development

HOPWA Administrator

HOME Administrator

HOPWA-C Administrator

Table 1 — Responsible Agencies
Narrative

The Community Development department is a division of the Planning department. It is the objective of
the Community Development department to administer all programs covered by the Consolidated Plan
and Annual Action Plans.

Consolidated Plan Public Contact Information

The contact for the Community Development department staff assigned to receive inquiries and
comments from the public and other stakeholders specific to the Consolidated Plan and Annual Action

Plan is:

C. Matthew Mosley or Lisa Thrift

Planning Director Community Development Administrator
City of Opelika City of Opelika

700 Fox Trail 700 Fox Trail

Opelika, AL 36801 Opelika, AL 36801
Consolidated Plan OPELIKA
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334-705-5166 334-705-51155
cmosley@opelika-al.gov Ithrift@opelika-al.gov
Consolidated Plan OPELIKA
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PR-10 Consultation — 91.100, 91.110, 91.200(b), 91.300(b), 91.215(1) and
91.315(1)

1. Introduction

The City of Opelika has a strong network of organizations that work together to support the citizens in
our community and provide needed services. Each organization, stakeholders, and citizens where
consulted during the Consolidated Plan planning processes to determine which activities would be
funded.

Provide a concise summary of the jurisdiction’s activities to enhance coordination between
public and assisted housing providers and private and governmental health, mental health
and service agencies (91.215(1)).

The City has used multiple strategies to enhance coordination between agencies, including the
allocation of General Fund dollars and Federal grant dollars (CDBG) to support the provision of services
within the covered jurisdiction, as well as ongoing communication and consultation with housing and
non-housing service providers, public housing authorities, other local jurisdictions, and public
agencies. In CDBG, steps have been taken to improve the working relationship between the City and
neighboring city, Auburn, for collaboration and technical support.

Several service providers are currently funded under the City’s Operating Budget using General Funds,
as well as the CDBG program using federal funds. The City intends to continue to fund agencies engaged
in public services within program limits.

Describe coordination with the Continuum of Care and efforts to address the needs of
homeless persons (particularly chronically homeless individuals and families, families with
children, veterans, and unaccompanied youth) and persons at risk of homelessness

The City actively participates and communicates regularly with the Alabama Rural Coalition for the
Homeless (ARCH), the regional Homeless Continuum of Care (CoC) for Lee County and its surrounding
areas. Efforts to address the needs of the homeless include participation in CoC meetings, Point in Time
counts, and the allocation of CDBG funding under the 15% public services cap to organizations meeting
the housing and supportive services needs of homeless persons.

Consolidated Plan OPELIKA
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Describe consultation with the Continuum(s) of Care that serves the jurisdiction's area in
determining how to allocate ESG funds, develop performance standards and evaluate
outcomes, and develop funding, policies and procedures for the administration of HMIS

The City of Opelika does not receive ESG funding.

2. Describe Agencies, groups, organizations and others who participated in the process
and describe the jurisdictions consultations with housing, social service agencies and other

entities

Consolidated Plan OPELIKA
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Table 2 — Agencies, groups, organizations who participated

1 | Agency/Group/Organization Alabama Rural Coalition for the
Homeless (ARCH)
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-homeless
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Homelessness Strategy
Homeless Needs - Chronically
homeless
Homeless Needs - Families with
children
Homelessness Needs - Veterans
Homelessness Needs -
Unaccompanied youth
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and Agency consultation,
what are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or Participation in CoC, PIT
areas for improved coordination? surveys, use of published data
2 | Agency/Group/Organization One Voice Shelter Coalition
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services - Housing
Services-homeless
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Homeless Needs - Chronically
homeless
Homeless Needs - Families with
children
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and Agency consultation
what are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or
areas for improved coordination?
3 | Agency/Group/Organization AUBURN
Agency/Group/Organization Type Other government - Local
Adjacent government
Grantee Department
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Data share
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and Agency consultation, email
what are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or
areas for improved coordination?

Consolidated Plan
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Agency/Group/Organization

East Alabama Food Bank

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Services-Children
Services-Elderly Persons
Services-homeless

Food insecurity

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation?

Unmet needs

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and
what are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or
areas for improved coordination?

Agency consultation meeting,
Email

Agency/Group/Organization

LEE RUSSELL COUNCIL OF
GOVERNMENTS

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Services-Elderly Persons
Services-Persons with
Disabilities

Regional organization

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation?

Unmet needs

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and
what are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or
areas for improved coordination?

Agency consultation, phone

Agency/Group/Organization

OPELIKA

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Housing
Regional organization

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and
what are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or
areas for improved coordination?

Agency consultation, phone,
website

Agency/Group/Organization

CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Services-Children
Services-Victims of Domestic
Violence

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation?

Unmet needs

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and
what are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or
areas for improved coordination?

Agency consultation

Consolidated Plan

OPELIKA
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8 | Agency/Group/Organization DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

INTERVENTION CENTER

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Victims of Domestic
Violence
Regional organization

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Urgent need

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and Agency consultation, phone

what are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or

areas for improved coordination?

10 | Agency/Group/Organization Auburn University
Agency/Group/Organization Type Educational Institute
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Anti-poverty Strategy
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and Agency consultation
what are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or
areas for improved coordination?

11 | Agency/Group/Organization East Alabama Mental Health
Agency/Group/Organization Type Health Agency

Mental health
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Mental health
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and Agency consultation
what are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or
areas for improved coordination?

12 | Agency/Group/Organization Envision Opelika

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Education
Financial literacy

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Community needs

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and Agency consultation

what are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or

areas for improved coordination?

13 | Agency/Group/Organization LEE COUNTY ALABAMA

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment

Consolidated Plan

OPELIKA
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How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and
what are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or
areas for improved coordination?

Agency consultation; email

14 | Agency/Group/Organization United Way of Auburn Opelika
Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization
Community needs
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Community needs
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and Agency consultation
what are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or
areas for improved coordination?
15 | Agency/Group/Organization OPELIKA MAIN STREET
Agency/Group/Organization Type Planning organization
Small business needs
What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Economic Development
How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and Agency consultation
what are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or
areas for improved coordination?
16 | Agency/Group/Organization Opelika Housing Authority

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Housing
PHA

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Public Housing Needs

How was the Agency/Group/Organization consulted and
what are the anticipated outcomes of the consultation or
areas for improved coordination?

Agency consultation, email

Identify any Agency Types not consulted and provide rationale for not consulting

N/A

Consolidated Plan OPELIKA
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Other local/regional/state/federal planning efforts considered when preparing the Plan

Name of Plan Lead Organization How do the goals of your Strategic Plan
overlap with the goals of each plan?
Continuum of Care Alabama Rural Coalition for Identification of homeless shelter needs

the Homeless

Analysis of Impediment City of Opelika Identification of housing needs
Consolidated Plan (2015- | City of Opelika Identification of unmet needs and goals
2019) for targeted areas

Table 3 — Other local / regional / federal planning efforts
Describe cooperation and coordination with other public entities, including the State and any

adjacent units of general local government, in the implementation of the Consolidated Plan
(91.215(1))

No other public entities or units of government where required.

Narrative (optional):

Consolidated Plan OPELIKA 14
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PR-15 Citizen Participation — 91.105, 91.115, 91.200(c) and 91.300(c)

1. Summary of citizen participation process/Efforts made to broaden citizen participation
Summarize citizen participation process and how it impacted goal-setting

Citizen participation is a critical component of the CDBG program with regard to determining community needs, goals, and priorities. All citizen
participation activities were implemented in compliance with the City’s approved Citizen Participation Plan (CPP), including advanced notice of
public hearings and two public hearings. Efforts made to broaden citizen participation during social distancing due to COVID-19 included an
online Community Engagement presentation. All information regarding public hearings and presentations where on the City of Opelika’s publicly
accessible website, public library, City Hall, Public Works building, and SportsPlex. Public notice of hearings was also announced at two City
Council meetings and posted on social media. Notices of the availability of all documents in hard copy form were made available for residents
who do not have internet access or preferred to view a hard copy.

Input and feedback obtained as a result of the citizen participation activities listed above were heavily weighted in combination with community
data, feedback from service providers, and other input to establish the goals and priorities listed within this plan.

Citizen Participation Outreach

Sort Order | Mode of Outreach | Target of Outreach Summary of Summary of Summary of comments URL (If
response/attendance | comments received not accepted applicable)
and reasons
1 Public Meeting Community Wide April 6, 2020 and No comments N/A
April 8, 2020-no received
attendees
Consolidated Plan OPELIKA 15

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 06/30/2018)




Demo

Sort Order | Mode of Outreach | Target of Outreach Summary of Summary of Summary of comments URL (If
response/attendance | comments received not accepted applicable)
and reasons
2 Community Community Wide Recorded online No comments N/A
Engagement presentation- received
Presentation attendance unknown
3 Public Hearing Community Wide July 1, 2020 No comments N/A
received
4 Community Community Wide April 1, 2020-June 15, | Data and Stats N/A
Engagement 2020 (Gathered data
Presentation and stats)
5 Internet Outreach | Community Wide Two-hundred thirty- See report provided | N/A
six (236) responses
where received from
the Community
Survey.

Table 4 - Citizen Participation Outreach

Consolidated Plan
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Needs Assessment

NA-05 Overview

Needs Assessment Overview

A Community Needs Assessment Survey was administered by the City’s Community Development
Department as an additional means of obtaining citizen input regarding community needs and priorities.
The 18-question survey was posted online. Hard copies where available at the Community Development
office, public library, SportsPlex, and Covington Recreation Center. An advertisement was placed in the
Opelika Observer and O/A News notifying the public of the survey opportunity, and all resident of
Opelika were encouraged to complete it to ensure participation from jurisdictions included under the
CDBG program. Information concerning the survey was also shared with the City Council member of
each ward noted. As a third means of outreach, the survey information was also shared with the
attendees of the Draft ConPlan and PY2020 Action Plan public hearing.

The total number of survey respondents was 236. Unfortunately, this number does not provide a
representative sampling of the population as a whole, but it does provide insight regarding the areas
and needs that residents rank highest. Overall, 92.8% of respondents live within the city limits of Opelika
and 5.5% did not. Homeowners represented 89.08% of respondents, while renters made up 9.6%. The
majority of respondents, 24.37%, were in the age range of 35-44, with 55-64 years old at 18.49%, and
over 65 years of age at 16.81%. Respondents consisted of 77.02% white/Caucasian, 4120.43%
black/African American, and less than 1% Hispanic.

Respondents were asked to rank eligible areas of need using a scale of high, medium, low, none or no
opinion. The table below summarizes the top five needs which garnered the highest percentage of
residents ranking it as high need, followed by a summary of all queried needs and graphic
representations of the survey results. All five needs are reflected in the goals established within the
Strategic Plan.

Consolidated Plan OPELIKA 17
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NA-10 Housing Needs Assessment - 24 CFR 91.205 (a,b,c)

Summary of Housing Needs

Housing needs for the five-year planning period have primarily been determined based upon housing
data provided by IDIS for the City of Opelika. Needs were estimated with regard to pertinent categories
such as renter versus owner, elderly, small families, large families, disabled persons, and persons living
with HIV/AIDS, as well as by federally-defined income categories of extremely low (<30% of median
family income), low (30-50% of MFI), and moderate (50-80% of MFI) income. The new online format for
the Consolidated Plan in IDIS automatically generates housing data tables for the City of Opelika as the
grantee. Data table were built using 2010 Census data, 2005-2009 American Community Survey (ACS)
estimates, and 2011-2015 CHAS data.

For the purposes of this document, HUD-provided housing data for Opelika will be the primary data
source analyzed to determine housing needs. This analysis will take liberty in assuming that the housing
needs and trends reflected within the City’s data is a significant sampling and representation of the
needs and trends within our jurisdiction.

Opelika Housing Demographics

According to data provided by HUD, Opelika has a population of 28,545 individuals residing in 11,279
households. These levels reflect an 8% increase in population and a 2% increase in total households
from the levels documented in the 2010 U.S. Census. During this same period, median income increased
from $35,243 in 2009 to $39,40,489 in 2015, representing a 15% increase (See Table 5).

Of the City’s 11,279 households, 5,305 (47%) fall into an income category that is within HUD’s income
guidelines (0-80% of median family income), with 18.5% of households qualifying as being very-low
income (<30% of MFI), 13.6% as low-income (30-50% of MFI) and 14.7% as moderate income (50-80% of
MFI). At least one elderly person, age 62 and older, resides in 19.6% of households and 13.3% of
households include a child age 6 or younger (See Table 6).

Demographics Base Year: 2009 Most Recent Year: 2015 % Change
Population 26,477 28,545 8%
Households 11,040 11,279 2%
Median Income $35,243.00 $40,489.00 15%

Table 5 - Housing Needs Assessment Demographics

Data Source: 2005-2009 ACS (Base Year), 2011-2015 ACS (Most Recent Year)

Consolidated Plan OPELIKA 18
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Number of Households Table

Demo

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 06/30/2018)

0-30% >30-50% >50-80% | >80-100% | >100%
HAMFI HAMFI HAMFI HAMFI HAMFI
Total Households 2,095 1,545 1,665 1,120 4,805
Small Family Households 835 640 760 440 2,585
Large Family Households 140 90 90 80 290
Household contains at least one
person 62-74 years of age 355 365 255 195 1,050
Household contains at least one
person age 75 or older 300 250 154 100 460
Households with one or more
children 6 years old or younger 415 265 225 105 495
Table 6 - Total Households Table
Data 2011-2015 CHAS
Source:
Consolidated Plan OPELIKA 19
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Housing Needs Summary Tables

1. Housing Problems (Households with one of the listed needs)

Renter Owner

0-30% >30- >50- >80- Total | 0-30% >30- >50- >80- Total
AMI 50% 80% 100% AMI 50% 80% 100%
AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS

Substandard
Housing -
Lacking
complete
plumbing or
kitchen
facilities 35 35 0 0 70 4 15 0 0 19

Severely
Overcrowded -
With >1.51
people per
room (and
complete
kitchen and
plumbing) 90 0 40 30 160 0 0 0 0 0

Overcrowded -
With 1.01-1.5
people per
room (and
none of the
above
problems) 55 20 0 55 130 0 4 0 20 24

Housing cost
burden greater
than 50% of
income (and
none of the
above
problems) 760 180 15 0 955 200 170 30 25 425

Consolidated Plan OPELIKA 20
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Renter

Owner

0-30%
AMI

>30-
50%
AMI

>50-
80%
AMI

>80-
100%
AMI

Total

0-30%
AMI

>30-
50%
AMI

>50-
80%
AMI

>80-
100%
AMI

Total

Housing cost
burden greater
than 30% of
income (and
none of the
above

problems) 315

365

295

85| 1,060

10

285

275

140

710

Zero/negative
Income (and
none of the
above

130

problems)

0

0

0 130

65

65

2.

Data
Source:

2011-2015 CHAS

Table 7 — Housing Problems Table

Housing Problems 2 (Households with one or more Severe Housing Problems: Lacks kitchen

or complete plumbing, severe overcrowding, severe cost burden)

Renter Owner
0- >30- | >50- >80- Total 0- >30- | >50- >80- Total
30% 50% 80% 100% 30% 50% 80% 100%
AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
Having 1 or more of
four housing problems | 935 | 235 55 85| 1,310 | 210 | 190 30 45 475
Having none of four
housing problems 605 | 555 | 795 375 | 2,330 | 150 | 565 | 790 615 | 2,120
Household has
negative income, but
none of the other
housing problems 130 0 0 0 130 65 0 0 0 65
Table 8 — Housing Problems 2
Data 2011-2015 CHAS
Source:
Consolidated Plan OPELIKA 21
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Renter Owner
0-30% >30- >50- Total 0-30% >30- >50- Total
AMI 50% 80% AMI 50% 80%
AMI AMI AMI AMI
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
Small Related 440 215 185 840 40 285 90 415
Large Related 50 45 0 95 0 4 30 34
Elderly 325 180 15 520 144 130 55 329
Other 355 145 110 610 39 50 130 219
Total need by 1,170 585 310 2,065 223 469 305 997
income
Table 9 — Cost Burden > 30%
Data 2011-2015 CHAS
Source:
4. Cost Burden > 50%
Renter Owner
0-30% >30- >50- Total 0-30% >30- >50- Total
AMI 50% 80% AMI 50% 80%
AMI AMI AMI AMI
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
Small Related 300 70 0 370 30 130 15 175
Large Related 50 20 0 70 0 0 0 0
Elderly 210 80 15 305 140 35 0 175
Other 225 35 0 260 35 10 10 55
Total need by 785 205 15 1,005 205 175 25 405
income
Table 10 — Cost Burden > 50%
Data 2011-2015 CHAS
Source:
5. Crowding (More than one person per room)
Renter Owner
0- >30- >50- >80- Total 0- >30- >50- >80- Total
30% 50% 80% 100% 30% 50% 80% 100%
AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
Single family
households 145 0 40 85 270 0 4 0 20 24
Consolidated Plan OPELIKA 22
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Renter Owner
0- >30- >50- >80- Total 0- >30- >50- >80- Total

30% 50% 80% 100% 30% 50% 80% 100%

AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI
Multiple,
unrelated family
households 0 20 0 0 20 0 0 0 0 0
Other, non-family
households 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total need by 145 20 40 85 290 0 4 0 20 24
income

Table 11 - Crowding Information — 1/2

Data 2011-2015 CHAS
Source:

Renter Owner
0- >30- >50- Total 0- >30- >50- Total
30% 50% 80% 30% 50% 80%
AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI

Households with
Children Present 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Table 12 — Crowding Information — 2/2

Data Source
Comments:

Describe the number and type of single person households in need of housing assistance.

The 2018 ACS shows 11,974 total households for Opelika. Of these, 37% (4,547) are a single person
household. According to the Opelika Housing Authority, the average wait time for 1- bedroom units is
16 months to 4 years from application. This indicates a great need for LMI housing for single person
housing. There is no available Census data that describes the number of single-person households in
need of housing assistance.

Estimate the number and type of families in need of housing assistance who are disabled or
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and stalking.

According to 2018 ACS, 34% households (4,127) are disabled. It is common knowledge that domestic
violence is highest among those living in poverty. However, most cases of domestic violence, dating
violence, and sexual assault goes unreported. Due to this fact it is hard to estimate the number and type
of families in need of housing assistance with accuracy. Placement of victims with children would appear
to be more difficult than a single person household.

Consolidated Plan OPELIKA 23
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What are the most common housing problems?

Housing data provides clear evidence that the most common housing problem is cost overburden for
both renters and owners, with both having a burden of 30% (See Table 7). For renters, single family
households experience overcrowding (more than one person per room) of 53.7%.

Are any populations/household types more affected than others by these problems?
Renters with 0-30% AMI experience one or more of the four housing problems by 71%. (See Table 8)

Describe the characteristics and needs of Low-income individuals and families with children
(especially extremely low-income) who are currently housed but are at imminent risk of
either residing in shelters or becoming unsheltered 91.205(c)/91.305(c)). Also discuss the
needs of formerly homeless families and individuals who are receiving rapid re-housing
assistance and are nearing the termination of that assistance

Nearly one-fifth (19.8%) of very low-income households are occupied by families with children under
age six (See Table 6). These households also tend to be occupied by African Americans who
disproportionately report one or more housing needs and/or severe housing needs, putting them at
high risk for homelessness. To prevent this regression, families need financial counseling, job training
and employment assistance to obtain living-wage jobs, as well as daycare and transportation assistance
to support employment

If a jurisdiction provides estimates of the at-risk population(s), it should also include a
description of the operational definition of the at-risk group and the methodology used to
generate the estimates:

A Point-in-Time count was completed in January 2020 by the Alabama Rural Coalition for the Homeless
and countless volunteers. The count for Lee County was 1 unsheltered. In Opelika, it was reported in
Emergency Shelter was 33, this includes eight (8) in the Domestic Violence Shelter and twenty-five (25)
being assisted through One-Voice Shelter Coalition. At-risk group includes a person or family facing
eviction within 14 days verified with the eviction notice and/or verification from the landlord.

Specify particular housing characteristics that have been linked with instability and an
increased risk of homelessness

Consolidated Plan OPELIKA
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Characteristics linked to instability and increased risk of homelessness would be unemployment, no-
limited income, domestic violence, substance abuse, and recent incarceration. These conditions have
been increased recently as a result of the pandemic of COVID-19.

Discussion

Cost burden for affordable housing remains a problem for low-moderate income individuals even
though the median income has increased over the years and unemployment has remained low. The City
of Opelika does not appear to have a chronic homeless problem.
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NA-15 Disproportionately Greater Need: Housing Problems — 91.205 (b)(2)

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to
the needs of that category of need as a whole.

Introduction

A disproportionately great