Mayor's Prayer Breakfast 2016
13thAnnual Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast
The 13th annual Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast, held on Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2016, at First Baptist
Church, brought together community and business leaders, as well as pastors from various
denominations throughout the City of Opelika. Through prayer for our City, Mayor Fuller, our
city departments and our citizens,attendees heard a message on inspiration and peace.
The morning started with a breakfast organized by Lucinda Samford Cannon, Carole Smith,
Barbara Arrington and Jan Gunter and a prelude by Jeremy Robinson, Opelika High
School’s Choral and Show Choir Director. The invocation was delivered by Opelika City
Council – Ward 4 – President Eddie Smith. Special music, “Give Me Jesus”, was presented by
Allyson Petrone, Opelika High School Choral Director.Mayor Fuller welcomed the crowd with
words of gratitude and appreciation for his council, staff and department heads.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Cornelius Richardson, a 20 under 40 participant last
year and the congregation sang “America the Beautiful”. Rev. Randy Woodham, Senior
Pastor of First United Methodist Church of Opelika, presented a prayer to the city, the mayor
and the city council of Opelika before Todd Rauch delivered a reading from I Timothy 2: 1-6:
I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and
acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and
to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all, to
be testified in due time.
Using the Scriptures from I Timothy as his basis, Dr. Jeff Meyers, pastor of First Baptist Church of
Opelika, relayed a story from his life which emphasized the importance of acting and not
letting the moment pass you by. In his story, he related a time when he was a young boy
playing baseball. While he played at 2nd base on his team, he admitted that he was “not
good” at it; but what he was good at was hitting curve balls! He recalled an important
game for his team, where they were behind in score, but up to bat. There were players on
2nd base and 3rd base with two outs when the coach called him to step up to the plate and
“pinch hit” and bring the runners in. When the count became a “full count” scenario (two
strikes and three balls), he stated to the audience that he kept hoping for a “ball 4”count so
he could walk to first and let the pressure of bringing in the other runners be on someone
else’s shoulders. As the pitcher threw the ball, Jeff stated that it seemed as if everything
“slowed down” and became surreal. As he watched the ball come over the plate, he failed
to swing the bat and was struck out. He told the audience that as he walked back to the
dugout, the coach imparted these words to him, “In order to hit the ball you must first swing
the bat!”
The morning closed with more music from Petrone and Robinson, and a benediction from
Brandon Hilyer, another 20 under 40 participant.
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A full house at the 13th annual Prayer Breakfast.
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