
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

March 28, 2016 
 
 
Mrs. Marla Smith 
Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
1400 Coliseum Boulevard 
Montgomery, AL  36110-2400 
 

Re: 2015-2016 Annual Report 
 NPDES Permit No ALR040018 
 City of Opelika Phase II Municipal 

Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 
 Lee County (81) 
 

 
Dear Mrs. Smith: 
 
The City of Opelika (City) is committed to continuing the implementation of the storm water 
management program (SWMP) that is not only compliant with the permit requirements but also 
helps improve water quality in our community.   
 
The City is pleased to submit our 2015-2016 annual report that details the positive advancements 
and improvements the City has made within the past reporting year.  With improved record 
keeping, enforcement procedures, more extensive public involvement, and more experience in 
managing the MS4 program, we look for many improvements in the months to come. 
 
If you have any questions, or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Scott H. Parker, P.E. 
City Engineer 
 
 
cc: Honorable Mayor Gary Fuller 
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2.0 General Introduction 
On November 16, 1990, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) promulgated regulations, 
under the Water Quality Act of 1987, setting forth application requirements for National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) storm water permits. The Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management (ADEM) administers the storm water program for the State of Alabama. In 1999, EPA 
promulgated regulations establishing Phase II of the NPDES storm water program. The Phase II program 
extends coverage of the NPDES storm water program to regulated “small” MS4s. A regulated “small” 
MS4 is located within an “urbanized area” as defined by the Census Bureau or as designated by the 
NPDES permitting authority. 
 
This annual report covers the reporting period from April 1st, 2015 through March 30th, 2016.  
 

2.1 Site Description 
The City of Opelika is located in East Central Alabama. A map of the City is provided in Appendix A of this 
report. Opelika’s incorporated area occupies approximatly 59 square miles and is adjacent to the City of 
Auburn and unincorporated areas of Lee County. The current population, according to the 2010 census, 
is 27,477.  
 

2.2 Water Quality Concerns 
According to ADEM’s May 2012, §303 (d) list, there are two streams within the City that has been 
designated as impaired. Table 2.2.1 below lists the impairments for Moore’s Mill Creek. The creek’s 
watershed begins in southern Opelika and 98% of the flow way is in the City of Auburn where very heavy 
development has taken place. 

 
Table 2.2.1: Moore’s Mill Creek Impairments  

Waterbody Use Classification Pollutant Source 

Moore’s Mill Creek Swimming/Fish & 
Wildlife 

Siltation (habitat 
alteration) 

Land Development Urban 
runoff/storm sewers 
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Pepperell Branch was first placed on the State’s §303 (d) list for pathogens in 2010 for not meeting 
designated uses under technology-based pollution controls. The State has since developed (2) total 
maximum daily loads (TMDLs) for Pepperell Branch. Table 2.2.2 below lists the impairments for 
Pepperell Branch.  

Table 2.2.2: Pepperell Branch Impairments  

Waterbody Use Classification Pollutant Source 

Pepperell Branch Fish & Wildlife Pathogens (E. Coli) Urban runoff/storm sewers 

Pepperell Branch Fish & Wildlife Nutrients and Organic 
Enrichments/Dissolved 

Oxygen 

Industrial Activity 

The City has committed to the improvement of these impaired streams by actively conducting and 

supporting water quality testing at locations identified by Alabama Water Watch (AWW).  These testing 

locations are identified by using AWW site codes in the table below and the sampling records are listed 

in Appendix B of this report: 

Table 2.2.3: Pepperell Branch Testing Locations  

AWW Site Code Location Latitude Longitude Monitoring 

7011003 Thomason Drive 32.63248 -85.40539 Bacteria/Phosphorus 

7011004 Waverly Parkway 32.65069 -85.44146 Bacteria/Phosphorus 

7011010 Baseball Fields off US 
29/Pepperell Parkway 

32.63422 -85.42526 Bacteria/Phosphorus 

 

Table 2.2.4: Moores Mill Branch Testing Locations 

AWW Site Code Location Latitude Longitude Monitoring 

7022001 Bridge at Hamilton Road 32.62672 -85.40716 Chemistry and TSS 

7022002 Hampton Inn Bridge 32.61429 -85.40362 Chemistry and TSS 

7011003 Dam/Pond at Golf Course 32.63422 -85.42526 Chemistry and TSS 



City of Opelika Annual Report 2015-2016  Contact List 
 

8 

 

3.0 Contact List 
 
Storm water is managed by several City Departments with daily task and inspections, and by community 
activities, which involve volunteer work. The City does not have the financial resources to dedicate 
personnel solely to storm water, water quality, but these responsibilities are shared by employees and 
considered part of the efforts.  The following individuals may be contacted to address questions or 
concerns regarding the City of Opelika’s MS4 program: 
 
Scott Parker, P.E. 
City Engineer, City of Opelika 
700 Fox Trail  
P. O. Box 390 
Opelika, Alabama 36801 
(334) 705-5450 
sparker@opelika-al.gov 
 
John M. Harris, QCI #4431 
Storm Water Coordinator, City of Opelika 
700 Fox Trail  
P. O. Box 390 
Opelika, Alabama 36801 
(334) 705-5454 
jharris@opelika-al.gov 
 
John Gwin 
Assistant City Engineer, City of Opelika 
700 Fox Trail  
P. O. Box 390 
Opelika, Alabama 36801 
(334) 705-5456 
jgwin@opelika-al.gov 

mailto:sparker@ci.opelika.al.us
mailto:jharris@opelika-al.gov
mailto:jgwin@opelika-al.gov
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4.0 Program Evaluation 

4.1 Program Objective 
The City of Opelika is dedicated to advancing the past achievements of the requirements of their NPDES 
Permit, ALR040018.  The requirements of this permit, as well as the City’s Storm Water Management 
Plan (SWMP) that was submitted and approved in 2012, is intended to improve water quality by 
reducing pollutants in receiving waters. The City's goal to achieve this progress is planned to be aided by 
the continuing education of the municipal employees and the general public on the storm water 
management program, and focus on a unified approach to the identification and correction of problem 
areas that diminish storm water quality. With the involvement, and education of citizens and employees 
that have a passion for improving the City’s storm water quality, comes the quantitative effort to 
change.  It is the City of Opelika’s goal to harness this energy, to improve the quality of the environment, 
with improved developmental practices, residential awareness and behavior, and infrastructure 
improvements that arise from detection of problems.  

The City of Opelika was incorporated in 1854. As an incorporated city, Opelika has the legal authority to 
create land use and design regulations for developments within the City’s corporate limits. 

5.0 Storm Water Management Program Components 
The Phase II storm water permit regulations require that operators of a “small” municipal separate 
storm sewer systems (MS4s) in urbanized areas develop and implement storm water programs 
employing best management practices (BMPs), to adequately address six minimum control measures to 
promote compliance with the SWMP. As of October 2015, Opelika funded a storm water coordinator 
position and filled this position with a full time employee. This position has actively been integrating the 
following 6 control elements. 

These control measures indicated are as follows: 

A. Public Education and Outreach on Storm Water Impacts 
B. Public Involvement/Participation 
C. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 
D. Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control 
E. Post-Construction Storm Water Management in New and Redevelopments 
F. Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations 

The following report will demonstrate activities the City of Opelika has achieved during the 2015-2016 
permit year to satisfy the requirements of their Phase II MS4 permit.  
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A. Public Education and Outreach on Storm Water Impacts 

1. ALOAS Brochures 
Various informational and educational brochures have been printed and distributed regarding the City’s 
Water Quality programs and policies.  The brochures were co-developed with the City of Auburn, the 
Lee County Commission, Auburn University, and the City of Smiths Station.  Copies of the brochures are 
available at City Hall, the Public Works Facility, the City Library, and the City’s website. These brochures 
can be obtained at the City’s website at the following link: 
 
 http://www.opelika-al.gov/Default.asp?ID=2042&pg=Storm+Water+Management+Resources  

 
 

• Local Water Resources 
• Our Local Watersheds 
• Saugahatchee Creek Watershed 
• Moore’s Mill Creek Watershed 
• Mill Creek Watershed 
• Parkerson Mill Creek Watershed 
• Halawakee Creek Watershed 
• Low Impact Development 
• Materials Management on Construction Sites 
• Rain Gardens 
• Lawn Care and Smart Yards 
• Emerging Contaminants (New) 
• Erosion and Sediment Control Policy 
• Alternate Storm Water Treatment Technologies 
• Erosion and Sediment Control Policy for the Small Scale Builder 
• Illicit Discharges 
• Sanitary or Strom Sewers? 
• Stream Buffer 
• Storm Water Related Websites 
• Wetlands 
• Stream Gages 
• Low Impact Development Handbook 

 
 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Typical ALOAS Brochure 

http://www.opelika-al.gov/Default.asp?ID=2042&pg=Storm+Water+Management+Resources
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2. Storm Water Management Resources Page 
The City of Opelika has developed a page within the City’s 
website to provide information for citizens on the City’s MS4 
permit requirements. This website provides citizens with 
access to the City’s previous MS4 annual reports along with 
the City’s Storm Water Management Program (SWMP) Plan. 
The City hopes that the information provided by this site helps 
citizens understand their responsibility to assist the City with 
the requirements. A screenshot of the City’s webpage is 
shown. 

 

3. Lee County Water Festival 
The City provided financial, leadership, and volunteer support for the tenth and eleventh Annual Lee 
County Water Festival on and March 19th and 20th 2015, and this year’s event is being scheduled and 
planned for April 4th and 5th, 2016.  Approximately 425 of Opelika’s fourth graders were able to attend 
the 2015 and 2016 programs.  In each year, there were approximately 800 to 1200 fourth-grade 
students and teachers from two school systems (City of Opelika, and Lee County) who attended this free 
event at Auburn University.  Photos from the Leadership Committee Meeting, and various photographs 
are attached in Appendix A of this report. 

The mission of the Water Festival is to educate students and their families about all the aspects of 
surface water, groundwater, and related natural resources, such as wetlands, forestry, and wildlife.  
Attendees gained a greater knowledge and awareness of the importance of all water resources and the 
need to become good environmental stewards of those resources.  In addition to the City of Opelika 
participating and volunteering for this event, the City has been active on the Leadership Committee, 
participating in organizational meetings, and coordinating attendance with the City of Opelika Schools to 
ensure maximum attendance of the Lee County Water Festival.  The event was also sponsored by the 
Lee County Soil and Water Conservation District.    

 

 

Figure3: Lee County Water Festival Leadership 
Committee Meeting 

 

Figure 2: City Resource Page 
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4. Stream Crossing Identification Signs 
The City of Opelika Public Works Department 
partnered with Opelika Middle School (OMS) to 
install more than 30 signs at stream crossing points in 
Opelika since 2009.  Signs were placed beside the 
roadway at each bridge or culvert.  The signs identify 
the name of the stream at the crossing point and its 
major downstream tributary.  OMS students have 
assisted in the maintenance of Rocky Creek during 
the past five years by planting vegetation along its 
banks and monitoring its water quality. Pictures of 
some of the stream crossing signs are located in 
Appendix A of this report.  

 

5.  Opelika—On Track Magazine 
The City publishes a magazine twice a year that is mailed 
out to Opelika residents and businesses. This magazine 
outlines events in the City and informs citizens of the City 
Council’s work sessions and scheduled meetings for 
citizens to voice concerns to the City. Opelika—On Track 
also highlights the trash and garbage that the Solid Waste 
Department collects, along with important City contact 
information for citizens.    

In the Summer 2015 edition, an article was written to 
introduce all the citizens of Opelika about the importance 
of storm water pollutants, how to identify them and who 
to call when they are detected.  In the Spring/Summer 
2016 edition of the Opelika—On Track publication, an 
advertisement was placed in the magazine reminding the 
citizens of who to call when an illicit discharge is detected 
in the public waterways of Opelika. The article and 
advertising in these two On-Track publications are 
attached in Appendix A of this report. 

  

Figure 4: Stream Crossing Sign 

Figure 5: Opelika On Track Magazine 
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B. Public Involvement/Participation 

1. Citizens Advisory Committee 
The City of Opelika is an active member of the City of Auburn, Lee County, City of Opelika, Auburn 
University, and City of Smiths Station (ALOAS) Citizen Advisory Committee. This committee meets once a 
quarter to discuss issues related to water quality in Lee County’s waterbodies. The committee also helps 
to develop two (2) new storm water impact related brochures every year for the Lee County area. The 
City of Opelika and other participants in ALOAS, sponsored and participated in an erosion and sediment 
control workshop at Auburn University’s AG Heritage Barn on December 10, 2015.  The City of Opelika 
donated $250 to the organization cost of the seminar.  ALOAS sign-in sheets for the quarterly sign-in 
meetings for the 2015-2016 permit year, a resolution and invoice for the sponsorship of the erosion and 
sediment control work shop are located in Appendix B of this report. 

 

2. Save Our Saugahatchee (S. O. S.) 
The City of Opelika has participated in the watershed management and preservation activities of Save Our 
Saugahatchee (S.O.S.).  S.O.S. is affiliated with Alabama Water Watch, and its members periodically collect  
E. Coli and other water quality samples from designated stream locations to identify potential problem 
areas. This group also holds periodic clean-ups and quarterly meetings.  

The City of Opelika was also pleased to become a financial sponsor of the S.O.S. program by donating $350 
to the organization for water testing supplies and materials, as well as committing support and testing 
throughout the year in the streams within the Opelika City Limits.  A copy of this invoice for financial 
support of S.O.S is attached in Appendix B of this report. 

 

3. Keep Opelika Beautiful 
Keep Opelika Beautiful (KOB) is a non-profit 
organization located in Opelika, Alabama and is 
affiliated with Keep America Beautiful. Mrs. Tipi Miller 
is the energetic director of KOB, and their goal is to 
educate the City of Opelika’s citizens about the 
importance of a clean and beautiful environment. The 
main focus areas of KOB are litter prevention, 
recycling, and beautification. KOB’s website, 
www.keepopelikabeautiful.com offers more 
information about upcoming activities and ways to 
get involved. Events include the following and details 
of these events are elaborated on later in this report: 
 

Figure 3: KOB Homepage 

http://www.keepopelikabeautiful.com/
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• Citywide Cleanup 
• Garden in the Park 
• Electronics Recycling 
• Adopt-A-Mile Program 
• Beautification Committee 
• Clean Campus Program 

 
 

4. Recycling Program 
The City of Opelika Solid Waste Department has experienced many changes and improvements over the 
past year, including the changing of name, and the positive appearance, to Opelika Environmental 
Services.  This name change with the implementation of the curb side recycling program, conversion to 
single-stream recycling and the establishment of a Central Recycling Center (see photo below) has 
increased the total tonnage of recycled materials from previous years.  The total quantities of specific 
materials collected are listed in the Table below.   The City still has five convenient single stream drop-off 
sites that are available throughout Opelika where citizens can bring their recyclable materials:  

• Denson Drive Recreation Center – 1102 Denson Drive 
• Covington Recreation Center – 213 Carver Avenue 
• Westside Wastewater Treatment Plant – 1017 Grand National Parkway 
• Floral Park – 600 Floral Park 
• Opelika Recycling Center—765 Jeter 

Avenue 
 

Opelika Environmental Services increased the amount of 
recycled material from 442 tons to 502 tons of recycled 
materials to collection vendors during 2015.   

 

 

 Table 5.1: Recycled Materials (2015-2016 Permit Year) 

 

Media Collected Amount Collected (Tons) 
Plastics 8.57 
Glass 1.29 
Paper (includes Newspaper and Phonebooks) 56.42 
Aluminum 1.16 
Steel 5.84 
Cardboard 361.12 
Single Stream material 65.74 
Electronics 1.09 
Clothing 0.54 
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5. Pet Waste Disposal 
During this current reporting year, The City of Opelika maintained six (6) 
pet waste receptacles in the downtown area, at local parks, and walking 
trails for the proper collection of pet waste.  The City services these 
stations on an as needed basis.  The downtown area’s residential 
development continues to grow, and with this growth of residents there 
is an increase in pet concentration.  These pet receptacles provide these 
residents incentive to properly dispose of the waste to prevent it from 
getting into and polluting the City’s storm water system. 

 

6. Electronics Recycling 
The City of Opelika co-sponsored, along with KOB, Auburn University, 
the City of Auburn, and Lee County, an electronics, appliance, and 
document shredding recycling events, staffed by city employees as volunteers on Saturdays. A drop-off 
site was established for citizens to bring their electronics and appliances.  Volunteers manned the drop-
off site and assisted citizens with the handling of the recycled goods.  The event this March produced 
more recycled materials than any other event held by the co-sponsored agencies.  Pictures and a 
newspaper article from the event are located in Appendix B of this report.  

 

7. Litter Survey 
KOB conducts an annual litter survey to provide an objective means of measuring the amount of litter on 
City streets, parks, schools, commercial and industrial sites, and residential neighborhoods.  Ten random 
sites are inspected each year in all four quadrants of the City.  Each site is evaluated by four scorers using 
a numerical scale between 1.0 and 4.0, with 1.0 being a site with little to no litter and 4.0 being a site 
needing an organized cleanup effort.  Scores from all four evaluators are recorded, averaged, and then 
compared with quadrant scores from previous years.  A copy of 2015’s litter survey and map is located in 
Appendix B of this report.   After the inspections and survey, KOB contacts the citizens and management 
of the areas that receive a poor rating to notify them of the problems.  Areas that receive improved ratings 
from previous inspections are also contacted and rewarded with commendation and recognition. 

Figure 4: Pet Waste Disposal Station 
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8. Clean Campus Program 
KOB conducts an annual contest among Opelika City Schools to encourage litter collection and cleanliness 
on all school campuses.  KOB board members rate each of the participating school campuses for overall 
appearance, amounts of uncollected litter on the school grounds, and neatness and cleanliness in halls, 
classrooms, lunchrooms, and restrooms.  KOB has a liaison teacher in each school that coordinates 
environmental lessons and a hands-on project for their schools. Some examples include a hummingbird 
habitat, vegetable garden, and litter pickup. KOB meets with the liaison teacher and/or principal quarterly 
to assess the program.  

 

9. Citywide Cleanup 
Approximately 200 volunteers participated in KOB’s annual Citywide 
Cleanup on March 5, 2016.  Concerned citizens, as well as school groups, 
church groups, and civic clubs organized their efforts to remove litter and 
trash from public streets, parks, streams, and vacant lots throughout 
Opelika.  The collected litter and trash was placed into refuse trailers 
provided by the City of Opelika Solid Waste Department. A local news 
article that was printed about the details of this event as well as various 
photographs are included in Appendix B of this report.  

 

10. Adopt-a-Mile Program 
Nine organizations currently participate in the City of Opelika’s Adopt-a-Mile Program, which is sponsored 
by KOB.  Each organization has been assigned a one-mile road segment in Opelika and is responsible for 
maintaining that segment in a litter-free condition.  The City of Opelika and the Alabama Department of 
Transportation (ALDOT) have placed signs at the ends of each assigned road segment to identify the 
organizations responsible for maintaining their respective segments.  The organizations currently 
participating are: 

• Opelika Rotary Club 
• Opelika Kiwanis Club 
• Opelika Lions Club 
• Opelika Exchange Club 
• Auburn-Opelika Elks Club 
• Opelika High School Future Farmers of America (FFA) 
• Opelika Fire Department 
• Wal-Mart Distribution Center 
• AFNI 
• Grace Falls Church 
• His Place 
• Exquisite Social Club 

Figure 5: Students painting azaleas at 
Cleanup 
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11. Citizen Complaints 
A citizen has several different ways to report a problem or concern noticed within the City including but 
not limited to the following: 

• Contact the City Engineering and Storm Water Management Department in person, 
phone, or by email 

• Submit a service request through the City’s Action Center 
• Submit an iReport through the City’s mobile application 

Section 5.2.2 of the City’s SWMP Plan provides a description of the City’s web based complaint reporting 
system (Online 311 System). Due to the high volume of emergency related requests, the City has 
changed the name of this reporting system to the “Action Center”. The Action Center can be accessed 
from the main page of the City’s website (www.opelika.org). Once a citizen creates a profile in the 
Action Center, the citizen can create and submit a service request. When a service request is received 
from a citizen, it is reviewed and forwarded to the appropriate City Department. The citizen can return 
back to the Action Center to check on the status of the service request. Once the service request has 
been addressed, the citizen receives an e-mail that the service request has been closed and a brief 
summary of what action was taken.   

The City has also developed an application for iPhone and Android devices that was detailed in previous 
years report. The application was developed to provide another means of convenient communication 
with the public. This application provides information about the City, News, Calendar of Events, Alerts, 
iReport, Secret Witness Hotline, Photos and Contact us Section. The iReport feature allows a citizen to 
report a problem or concern using their smartphone.  A log of citizen complaints that have been 
reported to the Storm Water Manager is included in Attachment B of this report. 

 

12. Community Gardens 
The latest project of KOB is partnering with 
Opelika City Schools, Community Market of the 
Food Bank of East Alabama, and Auburn 
University to create Opelika Grows. This includes 
creating and assisting in the maintenance of 
gardens at several Opelika schools. KOB has also 
created a community garden for residents to 
lease plots. This program teaches citizens how to 
plant a garden and help use storm water in a 
productive way. 

Figure 6: Community Garden 
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C. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

1. Illicit Discharge Ordinance 
On September 21, 2011 the City of Opelika adopted an Illicit Discharge Ordinance.  The purpose of this ordinance 
is to provide for the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of Opelika, Alabama, through the 
regulation of non-storm water discharges to the storm drainage system to the maximum extent 
practicable as required by federal and state law. This ordinance establishes methods for controlling the 
introduction of pollutants into the municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) in order to comply with 
requirements of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit process. The major 
objectives of this ordinance are:  

(1) To regulate the contribution of pollutants to the MS4 by storm water discharges by any user.  

(2) To prohibit illicit connections and discharges to the MS4. 

(3) To establish legal authority to carry out all inspection, surveillance, monitoring, and 
enforcement procedures necessary to ensure compliance with this article.  

A copy of the ordinance is located in the City’s Storm Water Management Plan as well as on record at 
the Engineering Department and can be electronically downloaded from the Municode web link below: 
https://www.municode.com/library/al/opelika/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH7DRFLCO_
ARTIILDICOSTDRSY 

There have been an increased number of reports to the Engineering Department of potential illicit 
discharges in the City due to the increased awareness campaigns sponsored by the City.  Many of these 
incidents have been reported to, and directly handled by the Hazardous Waste Department within the 
Opelika Fire Department (OFD).  OFD has procedures and trained personnel to handle these procedures 
before the discharge reaches the City’s waterways.   A list of these reports, as well as photos and 
documentations are in Appendix C of this report. 

2. Storm Sewer System Map 
The Engineering Department is continually developing and refining the city-wide storm sewer system 
map.  The map delineates drainage basin boundaries and indicates drainage structures and bodies of 
water.  The map was completed and submitted to ADEM prior to December 8, 2006 and is being 
updated and revised according to developments and changes to the system. Copies of the maps are on 
record at the Engineering Department and can be electronically transmitted if requested.   

 

3. Illicit Discharge Dry Weather Screening and Monitoring Plan 
The City has committed to screening all outfalls located within the City’s MS4 area by March of 2018. To 
facilitate the screening process the City is continually implementing a Document Management System 
Citywide that will automate and record all inspections and reviews.  It is anticipated that this inspection 
procedure will streamline the screening and analysis of the outfalls within the City to determine the 
function and effectiveness of the outfall as well as any detection of an illicit discharge coming from the 

https://www.municode.com/library/al/opelika/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH7DRFLCO_ARTIILDICOSTDRSY
https://www.municode.com/library/al/opelika/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH7DRFLCO_ARTIILDICOSTDRSY
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system.  During the 2015-2016 permit year, the City viewed, and completed inspections on 20% of 
known outfalls. This will be incorporated to accelerate the current monitoring plan so the City will 
achieve its goal of having all the outfalls screened by March of 2018.  According to the City’s GIS 
inventory, there are 192 outfalls in Opelika’s storm water system.  The City has inspected 40 of these out 
falls (20%) and has documented these inspections with reports and photographs.  The list of outfalls, 
Inspection records, map, and an example of the photograph documentation is available in Appendix C of 
this report. 

4. Geographical Information System (GIS) 
The Engineering and Information Technology Departments are continuing the process of developing an 
electronic version of the storm sewer system map.  A consultant was originally hired in 2009 to begin the 
process of creating a Geographical Information System (GIS) and to collect field data for the system.  The 
consultant has completed the basic mapping and data collection of the storm drain structures.  Culverts, 
inlets, and discharge points are located with Global Positioning System (GPS) hardware, inventoried, and 
photographed.  The consultant estimates that they collected data on approximately 5,900 storm water 
features. These points are then inserted as a layer on the City’s GIS map.  The City is now coordinating 
with Auburn University to have students perform more detailed survey and measurements to the storm 
sewer system within the City.  With this advanced and more detailed information, the City will be able to 
more accurately detect, design, and predict storm water and flooding issues in its system.   

The City’s GIS inventory currently contains a total of 12,243 storm water structures (inlets, junction boxes, 
headwalls, retention and outfalls) and 144.08 miles of storm water culverts.  The GIS inventory also 
contains a total of 6,109 sanitary sewer manholes and 282.26 miles of sanitary sewer mains (gravity and 
force).  Maps and images of the City’s GIS data that illustrates this infrastructure are available upon 
request, but are not informative enough to include as an illustration in the scale of this report.  

5. Grease Management for Food Service Establishments 
On February 21, 2012, the Opelika City Council adopted an ordinance to aid in the prevention of sanitary 
sewer blockages and obstructions from contributions and accumulations of fats, oils, and greases into the 
sanitary sewer system from industrial and/or commercial establishments, particularly food preparation 
and service facilities.  The ordinance creates a permitting process for food service establishments that 
generate grease waste into the sanitary sewer system, establishes requirements for the installation and 
maintenance of grease traps and interceptors, and defines penalties for those establishments who are 
not in compliance. A copy of the ordinance is located in the City’s Storm Water Management Plan as well 
as on record at the Engineering Department and can be electronically downloaded from the Municode 
website at the link below: 

https://www.municode.com/library/al/opelika/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH28UT_AR
TVIIGRMAFOSEES_S28-357GRINGRTRRE 
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D. Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control 

1. Erosion and Sediment Control Ordinance 
The City of Opelika enacted a City-wide Erosion and Sediment Control ordinance in June, 2002.  The 
ordinance addresses permitting, plan review and approval, inspections, and enforcement, and is 
applicable to all construction sites.  All construction plans for public works improvements, utility 
installations/relocations, commercial sites, industrial sites, multi-family residential sites, and institutional 
sites must include a phased best management practices (BMP) plan that is submitted to the Engineering 
Department for review and approval prior to the issuance of a building permit or notice to proceed.  A 
copy of the ordinance is located in the City’s Storm Water Management Plan as well as on record at the 
Engineering Department and can be electronically downloaded from the Municode website at the link 
below: 

https://www.municode.com/library/al/opelika/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH7DRFLCO_
ARTIIIERSECO 

2. QCP / QCI Personnel 
City Engineer Scott Parker, P.E., serves as the City of Opelika’s Qualified Credentialed Professional (QCP).  
David Chapman, Brady Pollock, John Harris and Jeff Kappelman are certified as a Qualified Credentialed 
Inspectors (QCIs) by the State of Alabama.  Copies of Mr. Parker’s Professional Engineering license and 
Mr.’s Harris, Pollock, Chapman, and Kappelman’s current QCI certification numbers are located in 
Appendix D of this report.  

3. Best Management Practices (BMP) Review and Approval 
The City of Opelika requires the submission of a Best Management Practices (BMP) plan by a registered 
professional for review and approval prior to the issuance of a building permit or ground disturbance 
permit.  The Engineering Department reviews each plan for compliance with the City’s Erosion and 
Sediment Control Regulations and the ‘Alabama Handbook for Erosion Control, Sediment Control and 
Storm Water Management on Construction Sites and Urban Areas’. 

As part of this BMP review and approval process, the City of Opelika Engineering and Public Works 
Departments issue a “Land Disturbance Permit – Site Plan Review and Notice to Proceed” form that 
documents the review and approval process for all commercial site development projects.  This form was 
developed in conjunction with the Post Construction Storm Water Ordinance detailed in Section E of this 
report.  The City of Opelika Engineering and Public Works Departments reviewed and approved BMP plans 
for 19 commercial projects in the 2015-2016 permit year and issued Land Disturbance Permits for them.  
These projects are listed below and the Land Disturbance permits issued for each development are 
attached in Appendix D of this report. 

• Medical Office Building (MOB) #2 
• Medical Office Building (MOB) #3 
• Opelika Farmers Market 



City of Opelika Annual Report 2015-2016  Post-Construction Storm Water Management 
 

21 

 

• Oral & Facial Surgery 
• The Paces Apartments at the Estates 
• Tiger Square 
• Golden State Foods 
• LE Energy 
• Mingledorff’s 
• CTC Tire and Service 
• Dudley Borrow Pit 
• Shiloh Residential Development 
• Version Wireless Tower site 
• Society Hill Road Mini-warehouse 
• Chapman H, LLC 
• Pharmavite Parking lot 
• Saugahatchee Square 
• Village at Hamilton Lakes 

 

4. Permitting 
The City of Opelika Building Inspection Department issued approximately 1,326 building permits for a 
total construction cost of $192,000,000 during the 2015 calendar year.  A total of 4,596 code inspections 
have been performed by department personnel so far this fiscal year. During these inspections, 28 
verbal warnings were given and 1 enforcement action was taken for a construction site.  A copy of the 
Building Inspection Department’s annual report is located in Appendix D of this report.  
 

5. Enforcement 
The City of Opelika Engineering and Building Inspection Departments often combine forces to inspect 
and monitor the construction site, development site, and home sites of the permits that were issued 
listed above, and on the Building Inspections Department work permit.  When the situation of an 
erosion sediment control violation occurs, the techniques set aside in the ordinances accepted by the 
City are utilized.  Enforcement actions usually begin with a phone call to the contractor in anticipation 
for a cooperative and positive response to remedy the situation.  If there is not a positive response an 
email to the violator requesting rectification, and ultimately a certified mailing to the developer is 
utilized to document receipt and ensure compliance.  The City has issued 28 verbal and 1 written 
enforcements during the 2015-2016 Permit year.  In an effort to produce a partnership with 
development contractors, the City has produced information sheets and reference materials to provide 
the contractors at the pre-construction meeting.  These documents and a list of construction site 
inspections as well as a record of these verbal and written enforcements are listed in Appendix D of this 
report.  
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E. Post-Construction Storm Water Management in New Development and 
Redevelopment 

1. Post-Construction Storm Water Ordinance 
The City of Opelika has an ordinance that allows the enforcement of post-construction erosion and 
sediment control measures outlined within the City’s Phase II MS4 permit. This ordinance provides the 
City with a mechanism to ensure adequate long-term operation and maintenance of post construction 
storm water management BMPs. A copy of the ordinance is located in the City’s Storm Water 
Management Plan as well as on record at the Engineering Department and can be electronically 
downloaded from the Municode website at the link below: 

https://www.municode.com/library/al/opelika/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH7DRFLCO_
ARTIVPONSSTWAMA  

According to the City’s GIS inventory, there are 140 detention ponds in Opelika’s storm water system.  
The City has inspected 31 of these detention ponds (22%) and has documented these inspections with 
reports and photographs.  The City of Opelika also has a standard form letter and education information 
that is sent to the owner of the development is post-construction BMP after it has been inspected by the 
City.  This letter, information, and list of detention facilities inspected during the 2015-2016 permit year 
have been compiled and can be found in Appendix E of this report 

The City of Opelika is actively encouraging developers and residents of Opelika, through education, to 
implement Low Impact Development (LID) practices that were published in a handbook by ADEM and 
the Alabama Cooperative Extension System at Auburn University.  The City of Opelika believes that LID 
products and procedures are a better post-construction storm water management practice than 
detention ponds and are highly encouraged in new commercial and residential developments.   The 
Alabama LID Handbook for the State of Alabama are on record at the Opelika Engineering Department 
and can be electronically downloaded by the following link. 

 http://www.aces.edu/natural-resources/water-resources/watershed-planning/stormwater-
management/LID.php  

2. Storm Water Runoff Management 
The City of Opelika’s Public Works Manual requires all new development and redevelopment to comply 
with a ‘no net increase’ requirement for storm water runoff.  The post-development runoff rate shall not 
exceed the pre-development runoff rate for various storm events, with the storm event increasing in 
intensity as the size of the development and/or drainage basin increases.  This requirement has been in 
effect since 1991. A copy of the City’s Public Works Manual is on record at the Opelika Engineering office 
and can be downloaded from the link below:  

http://www.opelika-al.gov/Sites/Opelika/Documents/PublicWorks/PUBLIC%20WORKS%20MANUAL.pdf  

  

https://www.municode.com/library/al/opelika/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH7DRFLCO_ARTIVPONSSTWAMA
https://www.municode.com/library/al/opelika/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH7DRFLCO_ARTIVPONSSTWAMA
http://www.aces.edu/natural-resources/water-resources/watershed-planning/stormwater-management/LID.php
http://www.aces.edu/natural-resources/water-resources/watershed-planning/stormwater-management/LID.php
http://www.opelika-al.gov/Sites/Opelika/Documents/PublicWorks/PUBLIC%20WORKS%20MANUAL.pdf
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3. Saugahatchee Lake Watershed Zoning Overlay 
In 2004, the City of Opelika and Opelika Utilities created the Saugahatchee Lake Watershed Zoning 
Overlay.  The zoning overlay limits development density and impervious surface ratios, restricts land 
parcel sizes where sanitary sewer service is not available, and restricts land clearing for all acreage that 
drains to Saugahatchee Lake, both inside and outside the Opelika corporate limits.  The overlay text is 
contained in the City’s Subdivision Regulations that is available at the Engineering Department and can be 
electronically transmitted if requested.   The Saugahatchee Lake watershed overlay is illustrated below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Saugahatchee  
Overlay   Zone 
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4. Flood Management 
The City of Opelika participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) that is administered by 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  Chief Building Official Jeff Kappelman serves as the 
City’s Flood Administrator.  New flood zone boundary maps were approved by FEMA and adopted by the 
Opelika City Council on November 2, 2011.  Detailed studies are available for several major creeks and 
tributaries.  An illustration of the different watersheds in the City of Opelika is below: 

 



City of Opelika Annual Report 2015-2016  Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping 
 

25 

 

F. Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations 

1. Drainage Channel Inspection 
The Public Works and Engineering Department personnel 
perform periodic inspections and maintenance operations on all 
major drainage channels within the City.  These inspections 
include photographs of existing conditions and records of 
maintenance work performed. 

2. Street Sweeping 
The Public Works Department operates three mechanical street 
sweepers that remove debris from all paved streets, gutters, and 
public parking lots.  The street sweeping activities provided by 
the Opelika Public Works Department are very important the 
health and effectiveness of the storm system in the City.  The street sweeper is constantly on the streets 
and works in zones to ensure that all streets are swept at least once per 
week.   

3. Vacuum Trucks 
The City of Opelika owns and operates two storm water ‘vac-trucks’ that 
remove sediment, clogging debris, and trash from inlets and culverts. 

4. Bagging of Leaves and Grass Clippings 
The City of Opelika, through press releases and public service 
announcements, regularly encourages all residents to place their leaves 
and grass clippings in bags for curbside pickup to help minimize the 
likelihood that the leaves and clippings will be washed or blown into the storm water system.  The City of 
Opelika has recently purchased a leaf vacuum truck that is specifically designed to remove un-bagged 
leaves and grass clippings from the side of the roadway.  The efficient and timely removal of the loose 
debris further reduces the likelihood of this material getting into the storm water system. 

5. Employee Training for Illicit Discharges 
The City of Opelika has generated a 45-minute Power Point presentation that was used by Storm Water 
Coordinator Harris to educate all 342 City employees with the information and facts of illicit discharge 
and reporting during the 2015-2016 permit year. The response has been very positive by the City 
employees and managers.  The sign-in sheets, photos, and presentation highlights are in Appendix F of 
this report. 

  

Figure 7: City Street Sweepers 

Figure 8: City Vacuum Truck 
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6. Bridge Inspections 
The City replaced the deficient bridge on Oak Bowery Road over Rocky Brook Creek in the Spring/Summer 
of 2015.  Also, six (6) City maintained, storm water related bridges and culverts were inspected by the 
City’s bridge inspection consultant during the 2015-2016 permit year. They are listed in Table 6.1 below. 

Table 6.1: Bridge Inspections (2015) 

 

7. Street Resurfacing 
The City of Opelika resurfacing program for the 2015-2016 permit year resurfaced over 6-miles of City 
maintained streets.  The City also paved 0.30-miles of the dirt road section of East Johnson Road during 
the permit year.  The resurfaced street segments and their respective mileage lengths are shown in Table 
7.1 below. 

Table 7.1: Street Resurfacing (2015-2016) 

Resurfacing Areas Road Length 
Oak Bowery Road from Ridgewood Court to Blackhawk Drive 0.11 Miles 
Oak Bowery Road From Cannon Gate to Veterans Parkway 0.66 Miles 
Laurel Street from Bonita Avenue to Piedmont Street 0.26 Miles 
Terracewood Drive from Bonita Avenue to Waverly Parkway 0.50 Miles 
Denson Circle from Denson Drive to Denson Drive 0.12 Miles 
Denson Place from Denson Drive to Cul-de-Sac 0.06 Miles 
Anderson Road from Andrews Road to Northpark Drive 1.17 Miles 
Anderson Road from Westpoint Road to Northpark Drive 0.42 Miles 
Evans Drive from Highpoint Road to Sanders Creek 0.12 Miles 
Sanders Creek from Evans Drive to Cul-de-sac  0.27 Miles 
Lancelot Lane 0.03 Miles 
King Lake Road from Pepperell Parkway to end 0.03 Miles 
Simmons Street from 2nd Avenue 0.03 Miles 
Old Columbus Road from Marvyn Parkway to Uniroyal Road 2.23 Miles 
Hanson Court from Hanson Street to Cul-de-sac 0.10 Miles 
Saugahatchee Lake Road from Grand National Parkway to Cul-de-sac 0.12 Miles 

 

Bridge Number Location 
No. 05985 Anderson Road over Halawakee Creek 
No. 08771 Spring Villa Road over Uchee Creek 
No. 10231 Wigdon Road over Saugahatchee Creek 
No. 19634 White Road over Rocky Brook Creek 
No. 20026 Thomason over an Unnamed Tributary 
No. 21308 Oak Bowery Road over Rocky Brook Creek 
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8. Street Maintenance 
The City of Opelika Public Works Department performed maintenance activities as needed during the 
2015-2016 permit year. Maintenance areas addressed are listed below in table 8.1.   

 

Table 8.1: Public Works Maintenance Activities 

Activity Frequency 
Clean Drainage Swales As needed 
Clean Storm Drain Inlets As needed 
Clean Drainage Culverts As needed 
Repair Drainage Swales As needed 
Repair Drainage Culverts As needed 
ROW Mowing As needed 
Street Sweeping Once per week 
Litter Collection Continuously 
Maintenance of Adopt-A-Mile Areas Continuously 

 

9. Chemical Use 
The City of Opelika Public Works and Engineering Departments maintains trained and certified personnel 
in the application of pesticides, including restricted-use pesticides. The certified personnel know the 
correct procedure for the application of pesticides, information on the proper use of fertilizers and other 
chemicals typically used to maintain athletic fields, and BMPs for trees, shrubs, and turf that are intended 
to reduce the need for pesticides, fertilizers, and irrigation.  Storm water Coordinator Harris has a Certified 
Pesticide Applicator permit.  # 061686588.     
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6.0 Summary 

6.1 2015-2016 Permit Year 
This past permit year, the City of Opelika has made huge strides growing, developing and improving the 
entire Opelika MS4 program.  The addition of a full time, experienced Storm Water Coordinator to the 
Engineering Department, has illustrated a financial and comprehensive effort to meet, and exceed the 
goals of the City’s current Storm Water Management Plan.  The Storm Water Coordinator has been very 
accessible to the citizens of Opelika, and to other public partners and stakeholder groups.  The Storm 
Water Management Department, under the guidance of the City Engineer, has identified current program 
strengths and improvements, and has many attainable goals for the upcoming 2016-2017 permit year.   

6.1.1 Program Strengths  
The City’s strengths are the result of the community that works together to help provide for a safe and 
clean environment for all citizens.  With the continued growth and development of the community, the 
City looks to make improvements to the roadway transportation system, closed storm water collection 
system, and open air waterway system infrastructure throughout the City.  The multiple departments, 
and leadership of the City, are committed to financially supporting the improvements of the aging 
infrastructure of the City instead of just covering them up as has been the practice in the past.  This 
commitment, although challenging, is a strength of positive change that has not been evident in the past. 

With the increased staff in the Engineering and Storm Water Management Departments, the City will 
continue to increase inspections, and enforce construction erosion and sediment control measures 
outlined within the City’s Phase II MS4 permit.  This past year, the City has documented increased 
education of the City employees with the mandatory illicit discharge reporting training.  The added 
advertising in the City’s publications, as well as involvement in civic activities, has increased the education 
of citizens of all ages to the importance of water quality and pollution reporting activities.  This exposure 
is evident in the increase in public reporting of concerns of water quality and illicit discharge.  The City will 
continue to add exposure of environmental, water quality, and erosion control awareness in the 
community with the proven methods of the past, as well as innovative efforts in the future.  This education 
will be more evident through an increase of citizen reporting of violations, and these efforts are vital to 
this process.  The planned improvement of the infrastructure system, and the increased testing, will 
provide the City with a mechanism to ensure adequate long-term operation and maintenance of post- 
construction storm water management BMPs.  
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These program strengths will further lead to a more positive and more involved citizenry attitude, which 
will demand the responsibility and the best service from the public servants.  Some of the City’s other 
strengths are more closely identified as follows: 

• Keep Opelika Beautiful (KOB) is a group that works to educate the citizens of Opelika on the 
importance of a clean environment and promote public interest in public involvement.  

• The City of Opelika is fortunate to be able to financially and personally partner with great civic 
groups within the area like Save Our Saugahatchee (SOS) and ALOAS. These groups provide great 
input on the City’s program, and also help the City to develop the best programs. 

• The City requires a pre-construction meeting for all developments to discuss project 
communication and initial erosion control inspections for construction sites.  These meetings with 
the contractors, developers, and designers increase the awareness of the City’s policies and 
procedures throughout the development procedure.   

• The City’s post-construction storm water ordinance provides regulations and guidance with 
permitting and tracking of developments from the initiation to the long term inspection and 
maintenance of the post-construction storm water facilities. 

6.2 Program Improvements 
The City of Opelika has shown commitment in the past permit year by adding key leadership to the Storm 
Water Management Division, within the Engineering Department, by bringing on an experienced, 
energetic, and dedicated coordinator.  This new coordinator has been given authority, and resources to 
meet, and exceed the requirements of the Storm Water Management Plan (SWMP).  This report contains 
evidence of meeting these requirements and installing a solid base to continue to meeting and exceeding 
the requirements set forth.  

Improved tracking and recording technology (ENER-Gov), is currently being implemented by the City 
Administration, through the further development of the GIS system and document management system.  
This technology will allow for more effective and efficient monitoring and tracking of developments, 
inspections and violations that are required by the City’s SWMP.    This will allow the City to meet the 
designated goals set. 
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7.0 Goals for the 2016-2017 Permit Year 
This past year The City of Opelika made huge strides in improving the entire Opelika MS4 program. Opelika 
hired a full time, experienced Storm Water Coordinator. He has been very accessible to the citizens both 
within the city and multiple public partner and stakeholder groups. The Engineering and Storm Water 
department has identified many attainable goals for the upcoming 2016 permit year.  An outline of these 
goals are listed below: 

(Note: while the proposed 2016 goals are listed below, and at time of this report, ADEM’s 2016 Permit 
Regulations have not been accepted, thus still draft. It is anticipated that these regulations will cause the 
City of Opelika and all MS4 cities to amend specific elements, and program requirements when they are 
established by the Department) 

• The City of Opelika will rewrite their 2012 SWMP plan to reflect the new 2016 enhancements and 
ADEM permit regulations. 
 

• The City of Opelika will continue to support, and involve stakeholder groups and partners to 
initiate a program to identify and stencil storm drains and creeks for awareness of streams and 
watersheds. 
 

• The City of Opelika, the Opelika Chamber of Commerce, and Keep Opelika Beautiful (KOB) will 
combine resources to establish an Opelika Clean Water Business Partnership to work with retail 
establishments and businesses to become more conscientious of the water quality needs of the 
City.  This effort will include education and incentive practices to obtain more participation for 
the businesses to police their parking lots and ditches to arrest all trash that enters flood plains 
and streams. 
 

• The City of Opelika will continue to update the GIS with the locations of all storm water 
infrastructure. 
 

• Opelika will continue to provide educational events in the City to foster citizen involvement, 
improving storm water impacts. This includes KOB, stream clean up, recycling and litter clean-up 
events. 
 

• The City of Opelika will complete the development and implementation of a comprehensive Post-
Construction BMP maintenance standards for commercial developments.  The City of Opelika and 
the Storm Water Coordinator will provide guidance and assistance to the development managers 
in order to ensure proper installation and maintenance and to build a storm water partnership. 
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• The City of Opelika key personnel will continue to attend LID seminars and implement feasible 
choices where appropriate. 
 

• The City of Opelika will roll out its ENER-Gov software program that will assist in the tracking of 
site work, inspections and violations in land development areas.   
 

• Storm water and IDDE training will continue to all City employees. 
 

• The City of Opelika will continue to develop a program to collect pre-construction turbidity and 
TSS data for stream base-line evaluation on projects of over 5 acres. 
 

• The City of Opelika will continue random and planned sampling of streams to track contaminates 
for breach identification and location to eliminate illicit discharge for both chemical and bacteria. 
This sampling includes, but is not limited to the Ph, Hardness, turbidity, Dissolved Oxygen (DO), 
and phosphorus (P).  This sampling will be expanded, as deemed necessary, to the upper reaches 
of the streams required to be sampled in the SWMP as well as incorporate other streams in the 
City’s watersheds to ensure health and viability. 
 

• The City of Opelika in conjunction with other local authorities will continue to host and educate 
contractors, developers, and area-wide engineers at various field seminars and education events.  
The purpose to engage these entities and enlarge the City’s coalition of educated developers and 
contractors, and improve implementation of the MS4 BMPs and all requirements.   
 

• The City of Opelika will continue to be an organizational leader, sponsor, and volunteer instructor 
of the Lee County Water Festival with ALOAS, and other Clean Water Partnerships. 
 

• Produce a 2016-2017 permit year annual report by the required submittal date. 
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Street Finder
A
Aca dem y Dr  G-11
Airport Rd  H-11
Ala ba m a  Ave  J-11
Albert Ct  M -9
Alice Pl  L-9
Allbrite Rd  K-6
Allen St  L-10
Alpha  St  M -9
Alton Ct  J-11
Alum ni Ln  H-13
Ana nd St  M -11
Anderson  Ln  M -7
Anderson Rd  N-8
Anderson La kes Dr  N-7
Anderson La kes Cir & Ct  N-7
Andrews Rd  M -8
Anne Ave  J-10
Antioch Cir N & S  K-11
Arbor Ln  M -11
Archer Ct  M -11
Archer Wa y  M -11
Arlee Ave  L-12
Arnold Ave  H-11
Arrowhea d Ave  J-9
Ashley Ln  N-8
Auburn-Opelika  Rd  I-12
Auburn Pl  & St  K-11
Austell St  K-8
Autrey St  K-8
Avenue A  K-10
Avenue B  K-10
Avenue C  K-10
Avenue D  K-10
Avenue E  K-10
B
Ba iley St  J-10
Ba ker Ave  K-11
Ba lla rd Ave  L-13
Ba ton Ct  K-8 
Ba y Ct  L-10
Bea uford Dr  M -9
Bechet Ln  I-12
Bedell Ave  L-10
Belle Cir  M -9
Benga l Dr  J-9
Bennet Ave  K-11
Bent Creek Rd  I-14
Bent T ree Ln  N-8
Berry Hill Dr  J-9
Betty’s Ln  0-11
Beverly Dr  I-8
Birch Cir  K-11
Birm ingha m   Hwy  H-10 to I-11
Bitterne Ct  M -11
Bla ckberry Cove  L-14
Bla ckha wk Dr  J-9
Bla nton Ave  H-11
Bonita  Ave  J-10
Boxwood Dr  M -11
Boxwood Wa y  M -11
Bra dford Dr  H-12
Bra nch St  K-11
Bra nnon Ave  L-10
Bria r Hill Ave  K-12
Bria rwood Ln  J-9
Britta ny Ln  L-12
Brookstone Dr  L-9
Brookwood Cir & Ct  K-9
Brown Ct  L-10
Brownstone Cir  J-8
Bruce Ave  J-10
Buckhea d Ln  I-14
Bull Durha m  St  K-11
Bulloch St  K-11
Byrd Ave  K-10
C
Ca ha ba  St  K-13
Ca lcutta  Dr  J-9
Ca lcutta  Ct  J-8
Ca llowa y Ave  H-6
Ca m ba y Ct  J-9
Ca m ellia  Ave  K-13
Ca m elot Wa y  K-9
Ca nnon Ga te Dr  J-9
Ca pps Dr Lndg & Wa y  J-13
Ca rria ge House Ln  N-8
Ca rver Ave  K-11
Ca therine Dr  M -9
Ceda r Creek Dr  K-7
Ceda r Hill Ct  J-9
Center St  J-11
Center Hills Dr  I-12
Century Blvd & Ln  J-11
Cha ndler Ave  J-12
Cherokee Dr  H-12
Cherry Ave & Cir  K-11
Chesha m  Dr  G-11
Chester Ave  L-9
Chewa cla  Rd  M -12
Chilford Ln  M -11
Chilton Ave  H-11
Cla ire St  K-9
Cla nton St  K-11
Clea rm ont Cir & St  K-9
Clifford St  L-9
Cobblestone Dr  N-13
Collinwood Cir E & W  J-9
Collinwood St  J-9
Colum bus Pkwy  N-11
Com a nchee Dr  L-13
Com m erce Dr  H-11
Com pa ss Pt  N-8
Consum er Ave  L-8
Copper Ln  H-12
Cordelia  Dr  J-9
Corpora te Dr  J-12
Corpora te Pa rk Dr  I-12, I-13
Corr Ave  L-9
Cotta ge Ct  K-7
Cottonwood St  J-9
Country Club Rd  H-12
Court Cir & St  L-9
Cove Creek Dr  L-13
Covena nt Dr  L-9
Covington Ave  M -9
Cra wford Rd  L-13
Creekside Ct  K-7
Creekstone  Dr  M -11
Crestview St  J-12
Crossing Dr  N-12
Crossley Ave  K-9
Cunningha m  Dr & Ct  I-12
Cusseta  Rd  L-6
Cutler Ridge Ct  H-10
D	
Da le Ave  H-11
Da lla s Ave  H-11
Da nwa y Rd  J-5
Da rden St  L-10
Da vid St  J-10
Da vis St  M -14
Deer Run St  N-13
Deer T ra ct Rd  F-9
Delhi Dr  J-9
Denson Cir  K-9
Denson Dr & Pl  K-9
Dickson St  L-9
Doe Ave  N-13
Dogwood Ave  K-11
Dona ld Ave  K-11
Dorsey St  H-12
Double Ea gle Ln  H8
Double Hill Rd  N-9
Dougla s St  M -9
Dover St  K-10
Dunlop Ave & Cir  I-10
Dunlop Dr  I-10
Dunwa ll Ave & Ct  K-9
Durha m  Dr & Ct  N-13
Dutch Ct  H-12
E
Ea gle Ridge Ln  H-11
Ea st Ave  K-11
Ea stpoint Ct, Dr & Wa y  N-12
Ea sy St  L-10
Eddington Ct  K-7
Edge Ct  K-10
Edgem ont St  L-13
Edm on Ave  K-12
Edwa rds Rd  L-12
Eighteenth Pl & St  J-11
Eighth Ave  K-10
Eighth St N  K-10
Eighth St S  K-10
Eleventh St N  K-10
Eliza beth St  J-10
Ellenwood Dr  L-8
Ellington Ln  K-13
Elliot Ave  J-10
Elm  Ct & St  K-11
Em era ld Ln  L-14
Em ory Ln  K-13
Enterprise Dr  I-12
Erm ine St  J-10
Etowa h Ave & Cir  K-9
Eva ns Dr  I-8
Executive Pa rk Dr & Ln  H-12
F
Fa ir St  L-10
Fa irish St  J-10
Fa wn Ave & Ct  N-13
Fieldstone Dr  N-13
Fifth Ave  K-10
Fifth Pl  K-10
Fifth St  N & S  K-10
Finchley Ct  G-11
First Ave  K-10
First Pl  L-10
First St N  K-10
Fitzpa trick Ave   J-10
Fla gstone Ct  N-13
Flintwood Ln  I-13
Flora l St  J-10
Forestda le Ct & Pl  K-9
Foster Ave   J-11

Fourteenth  Pl  N  J-10
Fourteenth St N  K-10
Fourth Ave  K-10
Foxfire Ln  M -11
Fox Run Ave  M -10
Fox Run Pkwy  L-10
Fox Run Pkwy S  L-11
Fox T ra il  M -10
Frederick Ave  J-11
Frederick Rd   I-12
Freem a n Ave  L-8
Freem a ntle Wa y  M -11
Fruitla nd Ave  K-11
Fruitwood Cir & Ct  L-10
Fulton Ct  K-13
G
Ga bby Dr  H-9
Ga tewa y Dr  J-12
Ga y Ave  K-11
Geneva  St  K-11
Glenn Cir & St  K-11
Glenwood Dr  K-8
Gra ce Dr  K-8
Gra ha m  Wa y  N-13
Gra nd Na tiona l Pkwy  G-9
Gra nite Ct  N-13
Grea ter Pea ce Dr  L-10
Green St  K-12
Greenbria r  St  J-8
Greystone Ln  J-8
Groce St  I-10
Grouse Ave  H-10
Grove Ave  K-11
Guinevere Ct  k-9
Gwen M ill Dr  J-9
Gwynne's Wa y  K-12
H
Ha ley Ct & Ln  K-8
Ha ll Ave & Cir  K-12
Ha m er Pl  L-10
Ha m ilton Pla ce St  I-12
Ha m ilton Pl N  I-12
Ha m ilton Pl S  I-12
Ha m ilton Rd  I-13
Ha m m onds Dr  H-12
Ha m pstea d Ln  G-11
Ha nna h Wa y  N-8
Ha nson St & Ct  M -9
Ha rdin Dr  I-12
Ha rper Pl & St  K-11
Ha rwell Hills St  I-10
Hea therbrook Dr  K-9	
Henderson Dr  I-12
Herita ge Cir & Dr  I-13
Herita ge Pl  I-13
Herndon St  J-10
HI-Pa ck Dr  H-12
Hickory Ln  K-7
Highla nd Ave & Cir  K-9
Highla nd Pl  K-9
Highpoint Dr  I-8
Hildreth Ave   K-11
Hillcrest Ave & Ct  K-9
Hillflo Ave  K-7
Hilltop Cir  K-9
Hillview Ln  J-8
Hilton  Ct  L-12
Hooper Ave  J-10
Hughston Ln  I-12
Hunter Ave W  J-10
Hunter St  J-10
Hurst St  K-11
I
India  Rd & Cir  J-9
Indigo Ave  K-13
Industria l Blvd  L-9
Ingra m  Ct  K-10
Intersta te Dr  I-12, I-13
J
Ja ckson Ct  N-13
Jennifer Ct  K-12
Jeter Ave  L-10
Jewels Wa y  N-13
Joa nn Dr  N-7
Johnson Ave E  L-11
Johnson Ave W  K-11
Jollit Ave  J-10
Jones Ave  L-10
Jorda n's Ga te Dr  L-9
Judson Ct  N-13
K
Ka rley Dr  M -9
Kilgore Ave  Cir & Ct  K-11
King Ave & Ct  H-12
King La ke Rd  H-11
Kingston St  L-12
L
La fa yette Pkwy  L-8
La ke Condy Rd  L-9
La ke Lodge Blvd  H-8
La ke St  K-11
La keshore Ave  J-10
La keview Ct  M -10
La m bert Loop  I-12
La ncelot  Ln  K-9
La nkford Cir & St  J-10
La urel St  J-10
Lee St  L-10
Leo  Ln  M -9
Linch Ave  I-11
Lindsey Ct  K-11
Lism ore Dr & Ct  L-12
Live Oa k Cir  J-9
Lizlin Dr & Ln  M -9
Lone Ea gle Blvd  H-8
Long St S  J-11
Long St N  J-10
Lori Ln  K-12
Lowe St  K-12
Lowndes St  H-11
M
M a ga zine Ave  K-10
M a gnolia  St  K-11
M a lla rd Lndg  L-14
M a nn Ave  J-9
M a ple Ave  L-10
M a ple Creek Ct  K-7
M a rion Ave  K-11
M a rket St  L-9
M a rtha ’s Ct  K-8
M a rvyn Pkwy  L-12
M a ry Olive Ln  J-5
M a thews St  L-13
M a tsu Ln  K-12
M cArthur Ct  N-13
M cCoy St  L-11
M cCra y Ct  M -9
M cDona ld Dr  I-10
M cKinley Dr  K-12  K-13
M cKinley Ln  K-12  K-13
M ckenzie Ct & Ln  N-13
M clure Ave & Cir  K-9
M ea dow Ave  K-11
M edia  Genera l Dr  K-12
M egha n Ct  K-12
M elton Ave  L-12
M erle Cir  M -9
M iddlecrest  Ave  K-8
M idwa y  Dr  H-11
M ike Hubba rd Blvd  H-12
M itchell Ct  M -9
M . L. King Blvd  K-11
M ockingbird Ln  J-9
M onroe Ave  J-11
M ontgom ery St  J-11
M oore Ave  L-13
M orga n Ave  J-11
M orris Ave  J-8
N
Na ntucket Dr  N-13
Na tiona l V illa ge Loop  H-7
Na tiona l V illa ge Pkwy  H-7, H-8
Nineteenth Pl & St  J-11
Ninth St  N & S  K-10
Norm a n St & Cir  L-9
Northbrook Dr  K-8
Northga te Dr  J-9
Northhills Dr  K-8
Northpa rk Dr  N-7
Northridge Dr  J-9
Northtowne Dr  N-8
Northwick Ln  G-11
Novella  St  K-9
O
Oa k Bowery Rd  J-9
Oa k Ct & St  L-10
Oa kda le Dr  K-7
Oa k Pa rk Dr  K-7
Old Colum bus Rd  L-12
Old Creek T rl  I-14
Old La fa yette Hwy  L-8
Old Opelika  Rd  H-12
Orcha rd Ave  K-11
Orr Ave  K-12
Overlook Dr  K-7
Owens  Rd  N-8
P
Pa lin Ave
Pa lm er Ave  L-10
Pa rk Rd  K-9
Pa rk St & Ct  H-12
Pa rker Wa y  J-12
Pebble shore Dr  L-14
Penla nd  St  J-11
Pepperell  Pkwy  I-11
Phea sa nt Ave  H-10
Piedm ont Ave  J-10
Pike St  H-11
Pine Ave  K-8
Pinecrest Dr  H-10
Pineda le Dr  K-9
Pine Ha ven Ct  J-9
Pinehurst Dr  L-9
Pine Knoll Cir & St  L-12

Plea sa nt Cir  J-11
Plea sa nt Dr  J-10
Plum  Ave  L-10
Popla r St  K-12
Porter Dr  I-12
Potter Ct  L-9
Powledge Ave  K-11
Preston St, Cir & Ct  K-9
Priester Rd  I-10
Prosperity Dr  O-6
Q
Qua il Cv  H-7
Qua il Rdge  H7
Qua il Run  H7
R
Ra ilroa d Ave N & S  K-10
Ra intree St  L-10
Ra nda ll Dr  H-11
Ra ndolph Cir & St  K-11
Ra y Ave  L-10
Reeder Ave  I-10
Renfro Ave  J-10
Ridge Rd  M -9 & O-9
Ridge St  K-11
Ridgewood Ct  J-10
Riverstone Dr  N-13
Robert T rent Jones T rl  H-8
Rock Ca stle Rd  O-9
Rocket Ave  K-12
Rockledge St & Cir  J-8
Rocky Brook Ln  K-8
Rocky Brook Rd  K-9
Rocky Point Dr  N-8
Roden Ct  L-10
Rosa lind St  J-10
Roosevelt St  K-11
Rustic St  I-10
Rudd Ave  J-10
Runwa y Dr  H-12
S
Sa m a ntha  Ln  K-12
Sa m ford Ave & Ct  L-9
Sa m ford Pl & Wa y  L-9
Sa m uel Ln  I-10
Sa nders Creek Dr  I-8
Sa ndra y Dr  J-8
Sa uga ha tchee Hills Ct  G-8
Sa uga ha tchee La ke Rd  H-9
Sa wyer Dr  M -9
Scott St  K-9
Second Ave  K-10
Second Ave  J-11
Second St  N  K-10
Second St  S  L-10
Sedgefield Ln  G-6
Sellers Dr  O-8
Seventh Ave  K-10
Seventh St  N & S  K-10
Seventeenth Pl  & St  N  J-11
Sha dywood Ct  J-9
Sha m rock St  J-10
Sha nnon Ct  J-10
Sha rp St  L-8
Shelby Ave  K-9
Shelton M ill Rd  G-10
Sherwood Dr  K-8
Short Ave  K-11
Sim m ons St  J-10
Sixteenth Pl & St  N  J-11
Sixth Ave  K-10
Sixth St  N & S  K-10 
Ski Spra y PT   L-14
Sm ith Ct  L-10
Socia l Cir  H-13
Society Hill Rd  J-13
South Ct & St  K-11
Southers Ct  M -9
Southla ke Dr  M -11
Southridge Ct  L-12
Southview  Ln & Ct  L-12
Southwick Ln  G-11
Speedwa y Dr  H-11
Spring Hill Ave & Ct  k-11
Spruce St  K-9
Sta ley Ave  J-10
Sta r  St  J-12
Steel  St  K-12
Stevens  St  L-10
Stillwood Wa y  K-13
Stone St  J-12
Stonewa ll Rd  G-6
Stonybrook Rd  & Cir  I-13
Stonybrook Ln & Pt  I-13
Stowe Ave  K-11
Stra tford Wa y  G-11
Stra tton Pa rk  K-12
Sudbury Ct  G-11
Sunda nce Rd  I-5
Sunset Ct  J-10
Sutton Wa y  I-12
Suza nne Ln  I-12
T
T a lledega  St  J-11
T a lley Ave  I-12
T a ra  Ct  K-12
T a tum  Ave  J-12
T a ylor Ave  L10
T a ylor Rd  J-5
T enth St  N& S  K-10
T erra ce Ct  J-10
T erra cewood Rd  J-10
T hird Ave  K-10, J-11 & I-11 
T hird St N & S  K-10
T hirtieth St N  K-10
T hom a son Cir  E & W  I-11
T hom a son Dr, Pl & St  I-11
T ifton Ln  I-13
T iger T own Pkwy  I-12
T im m s St  J-10 
T oom er St, Cir & St  k-11
T orbert Blvd  L-10
T ower St  K-8
T owne La ke Cir  E & W  M -10
T own La ke Dr  M -10
T own La ke Pkwy  M -20
T rim ble St  K-11
T rinity  St  J-9
T urkey Hill Cir  H-7
T urkey Spur Ln  H-7
T urkey T rot Wa y  H-7
T welfth St N  K-10
T wentieth St N  J-11
T wenty – Eighth St  N  I-11
T wenty –Fifth St  N  I-11
T wenty-First St  N  I-11
T wenty-Fourth St  N  I-11
T wenty-Ninth St  N  I-11
T wenty-Second Pl & St  N  I-11
T wenty-Seventh St  N  I-11
T wenty-T hird St  N  I-11
T win La kes Ave  K-9
U
U niroya l Rd N  M -10
U niroya l Rd S  M -12
U xbridge Ct  G-11
V
V a ughn Ave  K-11
V ernon Ave  H-12
V ero Ct  L-20
V etera ns’ Pkwy  H-9 to J-9
V ictoria  Ave  J-10
V ideo St  K-12
V illa ge Creek Ct  K-7
V illa ge Professiona l Dr  I-10
W
Wa lker St  L-10
Wa lla ce Ave  J-12
Wa lnut Hill Ln  J-9
Wa rd Pl  K-11
Wa rwick Pl  K-11
Wa ter St H-9
Wa terford Blvd   L-12
Wa tkins Ave  L-12
Wa tson St  I-12
Wa twood Ave  J-12
Wa verly Pkwy  I-10
Wa verly Ct & Pl  I-10
W E M orton Ave  K-11
Westend Ct  J-11
Westpoint Pkwy  L-9
West St  K-11
Westwood St  J-10
Whiteha ll Dr  L-11
White Rd  I-10
Whittelsey Ct  J-8
Wigdon Rd  I-7
Wildwood Dr  M -11
Wildwood Ln  J-9
Willia m  Dr  K-8
Willia m son Ave  K-12
Willis Ave  N-11
Willow Run  J-9
Winding Oa k Dr & Wa y  N-13
Winterburn Ave  K-9
Winston St  J-10
Wittel Ave & Ct  K-12
Woodla nd St  K-9
Woodrow Pl  L-10
Wright Ave  H-12
Wyndha m  Ga te Blvd  K-12
Wyndha m  Industria l Dr  K-12
Y
Y a rbrough Dr  H-11
Y oung St  H-11
Y oungwood Ln  I-12
Y ork Ave  J-11
Z
Z uber St  K-11
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City of Opelika
Departmental Training

for 
Illicit Discharge Detection 

Elimination
IDDE

2016

IDENTIFICATION, REPORTING AND CORRECTIVE ACTION
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Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System
(MS4) City
“Opelika”

Urbanized areas of 50,000 pop.
48 in Alabama

EPA’s NPDES phase II rule
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

ADEM requires Opelika to have a 
SWMP and inspect ADEM permitted 
sites for disturbance/discharge 
activities within the municipality.

ADEM HOLDS OPELIKA ACCOUNTABLE FOR LAND 
DISTURBANCE AND LOCATING ILLICIT DISCHARGES TO 
ENSURE CLEAN WATER, GRANTED TO ADEM BY EPA.
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THE SWMP PLAN

UN FUNDED MANDATE

WATER METER fees are being used to generate funds to meet these mandates
Opelika has 12,695 water meters 

2016 ADEM MS4 PREVENTION & MANAGEMENT: Part III-A 2: 
“shall provide and maintain adequate finance for staff, equipment and 
support necessary to implement the SWMP”
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PIPES AND DITCHES

WATERS OF THE U.S.  

OVER 300 WATER FEATURES
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“

”

EPA/NPEDS  6 minimum control
measures for ALL cities:

-Public education & outreach on storm water
-Public involvement
-IDDE program
-Construction site storm water runoff control

-Post-Construction storm water management*
-Pollution prevention and good house keeping

BY manageable units, GIS data, partners, education and awareness !

Cross training, utilizing other eyes!

“

”
*
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FIRE DEPARTMENT
POLICE DEPARTMENT

SOLID WASTE
BUILDING INSPECTIONS
PARKS & RECREATION

OPELIKA WATER
OPELIKA POWER SERVICES

CITY ENGINEERING
OTHERS

TODAY IS ABOUT AWARENESS OF 

spotting POTENTIAL ILLICIT DISCHARGE

QUESTIONS

AWARENESS
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DETACHMENT, SEDIMENT TRANSPORTATION, DEPOSITION carrying other pollutants.
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HYPOXIC ZONE
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WHICH drainage area? 

WHERE IS IT COMING FROM ?

WORK OUR WAY UPSTREAM TO SOURCE IT

DEFINITION
“anything which causes or contributes to pollution. (48) 

Pollutants may include, but are not limited to: paints, varnishes, 
and solvents; oil and other automotive fluids; nonhazardous liquid 
and solid wastes and yard wastes; refuse, rubbish, garbage, litter, 

floatables; pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers; hazardous 
substances and wastes; sewage, animal wastes; wastes and 

residues that result from constructing a building or structure; and 
noxious or offensive matter of any kind.” 
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Hazardous materials, said person 
shall immediately notify 
emergency response agencies of 
the occurrence via emergency 
dispatch ! !

nonhazardous materials, said person shall notify the 
office of the city engineer in person or by phone, 
facsimile, or e-mail no later than the next business day.

FIRE DEPARTMENT - HAZMAT : 334-750-7074

ENGINEERING - Storm Water Coordinator : 334-705-5450

G.I.S.   PIPE JUNCTIONS

REQUIRED TO INSPECT 1800 OUTFALLS 
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6 stream sites require monthly water samples be taken, 
analyzed and loaded in a state database
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OBTAIN WATER SAMPLES 
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Coliform or worse: E-coli growing out colony counts

PEPPERELL BRANCH



3/28/2016

15

ANOTHER SOURCE IS FAILING SEPTIC FIELDS

POSITIVE 
OUTLETS

Dry weather flows

Generating sites
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WE NEED YOUR EYES!

Drains to River

QUESTIONS ?

AWARENESS
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Legal
Illegal
Hazard, 
non-hazard

110% containment over 1,320 gallons
Spill Prevention Control Counter measure
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Surface water and Ground water
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MSDS sheets

12-9-15 – Arkadelphia EXIT: sulfuric acid, hydrogen 
peroxide, sodium hydroxide, toluene burned for more than 
an hour before hazmat operation could resume!

MSDS SHEETS
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?
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The City's Fire Department is responsible for responding to any type of spill that may 
occur within the City's MS4. If a spill enters the MS4, the Fire Department shall notify 
the Storm Water Program Coordinator. The Storm Water Program Coordinator shall 
evaluate the impacts of the spill on the MS4 and ensure appropriate corrective measures 
are taken to abate the spill. Follow up inspections of the effected area shall be 
performed as needed

OPELIKA’S SWMP    
Section:  6.12
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?
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?
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EPA PROPOSED MILKING PARLORS HAVE A HAZMAT CLEAN UP PLAN FOR
MILK SPILLS FROM COWS

48
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Scooby DOO

S S

SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING
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Sediment is the #1 pollutant
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REVIEW 
SLIDE



3/28/2016

33

COLLECT ILLICIT AND HAZARDOUS WASTE SEMI-ANNUALLY



3/28/2016

34

43%
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John M. Harris
Stormwater Coordinator

Opelika Engineering

IDDE
Awareness

IDENTIFICATION, REPORTING AND CORRECTIVE ACTION

HAZMAT  334-750-7074

ENGINEERING   334-705-5450

SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING



3/28/2016

37

At the end of this training, employees should be 
able to understand:

• The terms “stormwater” and “illicit discharge”
• Why these terms are important and why they should care
• What they can do to help prevent storm water pollution
• How to recognize and report illicit discharges (pollution)

The Opelika Water Watch Community is 
seeking  volunteers 

to assist and take stream data 

2,362 water samples
629 bacteria samples

486 sampling sites
187 streams, rives, lakes

Come join us.
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