
Firework Safety 

 

 Obey all local laws regarding the use of fireworks. 

 Know your fireworks; read the cautionary labels and performance descriptions before 

igniting. 

 A responsible adult SHOULD supervise all firework activities.  Never give fireworks to 

children. 

 Use fireworks outdoors in a clear, open area away from buildings and vehicles. Avoid dry 

grass and brush that could catch fire or near any flammable items. Spectators, especially 

children, should remain a safe distance away from the shooting area, generally 25-40 feet 

for fountains and ground based items and 75-100 yards for aerial product. If windy 

conditions exist, fireworks should be lit with the prevailing wind blowing away from the 

audience. 

 Alcohol and fireworks do not mix.  Save your alcohol for after the show. 

 Wear safety glasses when shooting fireworks. 

 Never put your head or any part of your body over a firework. Never look into a tube to 

inspect a firework. Never hold a lit firework in your hand. 

 Light one firework at a time and then quickly move away. 

 Use fireworks OUTDOORS in a clear area; away from buildings and vehicles. 

 Never relight a “dud” firework.  Wait 20 minutes and then soak it in a bucket of water. 

 Always have a bucket of water and charged water hose nearby. 

 Never carry fireworks in your POCKET or shoot them into METAL or GLASS 

containers. 

 Do not experiment with homemade fireworks. 

 Pets and farm animals may be frightened by the noise and lights of fireworks. You may 

want to keep pets inside or animals moved away during your fireworks show. 

 Dispose of spent fireworks by wetting them down and place in a metal trash can away 

from any building or combustible materials until the next day. 

 FAA regulations PROHIBIT the possession and transportation of fireworks in your 

checked baggage or carry-on luggage. 



 Report illegal explosives, like M-80s and quarter sticks, to the fire or police department.  

[Fire Department Headquarters:  (334) 705-5300; Police Department:  (334) 705-5200] 

 The most common fireworks injuries involve the hands, fingers, eyes, head, and face. 

Some of these injuries are severe, resulting in permanent health problems such as 

missing fingers and limbs and vision loss. 

 

http://kidshealth.org/en/teens/visual-impairment.html

